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The old diocesan arrangement had never been
broken, and the Goths became devoted sons of the
Church. Latin was the language of religion and cul-
ture, and, as the population of the country likewise
used it, it became universally spoken ; so that the High
German of the Goth can only be traced in the proper
names of persons and places and in a few imported
terms. Many of the Latin inflections of nouns were
dropped, but the accusative was retained as the usual
plural termination, giving that peculiarly dignified
sound which distinguishes the language. The writing
was always in Latin, and all the habits, manners, and
methods of warfare were copied from the Romans,
who, as usual even when conquered, had leavened
and subdued the minds of their victims.

Toledo was the Gothic capital, where the kings led
a life little disturbed by the wars and inroads that
ravaged the lands north of the Pyrenees, and thus
they constantly became more luxurious, and lost
more and more of the original vigour of .the first
conquerors.

Like all the Teutonic races, the Goths had a royal
family, deriving its descent from Odin, and from whom-
the king must be taken. Theirs was called the Baltir,
and reigned in Spain for two centuries, falling latterly
into a state of much corruption and lawless violence.
In 708, Wittich, or Witiza, the reigning king, was
deposed for his tyranny, and in his stead was crowned
his cousin Roderich,* while his two sons, Ebba and
Sisebut, took refuge with their uncle Oppas, Arch-
bishop of Seville. His sister was the wife of Julian,

* Gothic, Roderich (famous king) ; Spanish, Rodrigo;
English, Roderick.
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